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1 June 2005
Dear Ms Keefe
BCAP Consultation: Broadcast Advertising of Alcohol Section 3 (health and dietary claims)
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the guidance notes for broadcasters (Section 3) in respect to the new rules governing health and dietary claims in television and radio advertising of alcohol. This letter is further to the response given by the BMA to section 2 of the guidance notes regarding alcohol advertising on television in March 2005 [copy of letter attached for ease of reference].
We would like to take this opportunity to reiterate that since 2003 it has been BMA policy that because of the damaging effects alcohol has on the health of our society and because of the rising levels of binge drinking among the young, there should be a complete ban on advertising of alcohol.

The BMA has previously commented on the need for informative and accurate labelling of food and alcohol to ensure that claims about nutritional and alcoholic content respectively are clear and understandable to the consumer. We extend this view to include nutritional claims made when advertising alcoholic products.     
The BMA would welcome the proposed changes to the rules regarding health and dietary claims in alcohol advertising as proposed in the BCAP consultation. The advice of the AAC is welcomed and we agree that it is vital for all information about calorie content is accurate and presented in a way that is understandable to the consumer. Further, it should be made clear that most of these calories are in the form of alcohol and are therefore ‘empty’ calories with no nutritional value. All misleading claims about the nutritional value of alcoholic drinks should be outlawed.
I hope these comments are helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Vivienne Nathanson

Director of Professional Activities

